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Hallo everybody
Half a year has past since you last received a posted newsletter, but this is because we do not have an editor. The committee want to appeal once more, please somebody, you only have to do one quarterly and it does not have to be longer than one page. We’ve also decided that everyone will get a posted schedule again, so please make sure we always have your correct postal address. Attached find your July hiking schedule.
Hike Report : Port St Johns to Coffee Bay, Transkei  - January 2007

Hike Leader:  Mervyn Henderson, Co-leader: Mary Holland-Ramsay


Hike Report:  Denise Hopkins
 

Hikers:  Tommy and Yvonne Hiscock, Geoff Tinker, Lynette Botha, Monique and Lizette van Ryswyk, Jurg Meister, Mary Holland-Ramsay, Anthony Sneath, Gudrun Oberprieler, Gesine Pasche,  Juliet Leslie and Debbie Marshbank.
It took us 3 days to get to Port St Johns.  We first overnighted in the Harkerville area and then drove up for a night in Cintsa before moving on through the Transkei on the N2 taking a very potholed turnoff to Coffee Bay, some 60 km south of Port St Johns where we arranged to leave our cars.  Our canceled taxi bus and far too small trailer eventually arrived and we bounced past pleasant rural scenery through Umtata and on to the indigenous jungle, beaches and rivers that is Port St Johns. Our accommodation at Amapondo Backpackers was very laid back and we felt decidedly out of place in this ghetto from the 70’s with its drums, hammocks, hippy gear and beads with the pungent smell of dagga in the air.  Our bunk room was hot and humid and the rhythm of the night kept us awake until 3 a.m.!


Mbuyiselo Mangala from the Port St Johns Tourist Guide Association arrived with porters in the morning.  Nine students in their late teens who were a happy, fit bunch, never complaining about our over laden backpacks.  The first day was long and hot and started with a swim in the sea after only a kilometer’s walking.  Swimming in the rivers is not recommended due to pollution and river sharks.  We had some heart breaking hills to ascend in the morning and our first river crossing by rowing boat late that evening before entering a traditional Pondo village for our overnight stay.  Our accommodation was in mud huts with mattresses on the floor, duvets and pillows and we were greeted with tea and coffee, bread and jam.  The poorest family in the village hosts the hikers and the authorities sponsor them in an effort to provide employment.   Ablutions at each village are very basic, cold running showers (actually very welcome in the heat) and a separate loo.  Variations on a chicken theme were served each night followed again by tea and coffee.  The scenery is rural and cattle, goats and dogs strolled past your hut.  The pace of life slowed down and with the friendliness of the people, we soon learnt to relax.  

 

The porters always slept elsewhere in the village and would greet us with song and dance at the start of the day’s hike.  By the second day we felt we were on tour with David Livingstone as our porters disappeared into the distance with our packs.  The day was short but again hot and humid and we walked over lawn covered hills with brilliant views of the coast, the beaches always with a resident herd of cows, the countryside dotted with green rondavels and many curious little kids hoping for a sweetie.   The water in this area is undrinkable and we had to rely on buying cool drinks from spaza shops.  Anthony had brought along a 50 l water canister which was carried with us empty and filled at the end of the day from the rain water tanks so we could replenish our bottles.  Accommodation at Mpondi was a huge rondavel with windows that opened on to views of the sea below.

Rain greeted us on the third morning and we spent the greater part of the day in ponchos walking mostly inland through thick green vegetation.  Lunch was on the stoep of the old Hluleka Nature Reserve office whilst we watched the rain pelt down.  We reached our accommodation in record time and quickly erected washing lines to dry our sodden clothing. 

 

The fourth day was definitely the best day, the sky was clear and although the ground was sodden after the long awaited rains, it did not spoil our enjoyment of a long hike through splendid scenery and we took our lunch break on the beach to swim in the sea.  The only concern was when a scorpion stung Geoff, but he seemed to recover fairly quickly.  We had one last river crossing just before reaching our overnight huts.  The pre-arranged ferrymen were generally on time, or if not, a few blasts on a whistle would quickly dispatch a boatman from a nearby village.  This time we had to cross in a strong incoming tide and a few of our team that were strong swimmers took the more direct route.  We all agreed that the hospitality in the valley at the 4th village was by far the best and even the little children had put on their Sunday best for our arrival.  The porters were more than happy to collect beers and cool drinks for a small fee but one had to be patient, delivery time African.

 

The last day was short and started with a tour through a mangrove forest followed by yet another relaxed river crossing and a final walk through villages and over hills with a view of the coastline.  Our departure from Coffee Bay was serenaded by Mbuyiselo and his team with song and dance as we made for our accommodation at Hole-in-the-Wall.  

 

We would highly recommend this hike so long as one is prepared to get out of one’s normal comfort zone. This is a moderate hike but it can be made strenuous by summer weather conditions.  We would also suggest not taking more than 12 hikers or else the accommodation can be very cramped.   Despite warnings no one in our team came down with tick bite fever or stomach problems.   We were very glad that we had made the decision to take porters. Mbuyiselo and his team were a pleasure to be with at all times, always courteous and they knew the route. Mbuyiselo is a credit to the guide association and we wish him every success.

See Denise's pictures on our website photo page: 

http://trailsclub.atspace.com/Wild%20Coast%20Trail%202-11%20Jan%202007/index.html
	Send articles/notices for future newsletters to the Webmaster @ mareascott@gmail.com

	or post to (only members without email): M Ascott, 8 Highways, 1 Bath St, Tamboerskloof 8001 

















